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Septic

Why Maintain
Your System?

There are three rexsons why septic sys-
lem meinienance i important o you and
your community. The first is money. The
minimal cost and effort required lo maintain
YUUF System can save you or delay future
expenditures that could total up 1o §3,000
b0 § 10,000 or more for a replacement sys-
bem. The second and most important reason
is the health of your family and community
Inadequately treated wastewaler can pose
significant human health risks and can cont-
aminate wells, groundwater and surface
waler resources. The thind reason o main-
tain your system is ko prevent the decline of
property values in your commumnity. To fully
appreciate the value of maintenance, howey-
e, it is important to first understand how
vour system works,

How Your
System Works
Home septic systems consist of two prin-
ciple components: a septic tank where solid
wasie is stored and an absomtion area
where wastewater is treated.
Bathroom, kitchen and baundry waste
drains through a large pipe (house sewer)
into your septic tank where il separates out
into three layers:

1. Solids setthe w0 the bottom and, through the action
of anaerobic bacieria, decompaose 1o form 2 bot-
tom sludge.

2. Insoluble greases and ofls, which are lighier than
waler, form a floating surface kayer of scum.

3. The wastewater that remains after solids and
scum have separaied oul forms a midde layer

The anaerobic decomposition that eocurs in the

seplic tank is very incomplete. Septic tanks must be

—Inspection ports

effective means of preventing scum and solids from
leaving your seplic tank.

From the septic tnk, wastewater flows through an
effluent line 1o the distribution box, This bax distrib-
ubes wastewater through header pipes to perforated
beach lines set in absorplion trenches of sione aggre-
gate, New, “gravel-Jess” svstems offer an aliernative to
trenches filled with stone. These systems rephice
conventional perforated leach line either with beach-
ing chambers or with pipe wrapped in geotextile.

In the typical absorption field, each length of
leach line or leaching chamber is set in its own
individual trench. This results in an absorption field

consisting of a series of parallel trenches that are
about 18" 10 30" decp. Because the acrobic bacte-
ria that decompose waste thrive mostly in this
upper area of the sofl, this type of system provides
the most thorough treatment of wastewater. It also
helps protect groundwater from possible contami-
nation by affording the greaest possible separa-
tion distance between trench botiom and the water
table. Occasionally, however, space limitations may
recuire different approaches. i soil and ground
water conditions permil, seepage pils are an
option. Another aliernative is a stone bed where
all the leach line s laid in a single, wide trench
with stone aggregate.

routinely pumped (usually every 2 w 3 vears) o
remowe the accumulation of boslom shudge and surface
scum.  Fortunately, however, home septic systems are
designed to treat the separated wastewsater much more
tharoughly. Beyond the septic tank, your septic system
consists of a dedivery means for distributing wastewater
beneath the ground surface where it will undergo fur-
ther decomposition through the action of acrobéc bac-
beria present in the soil.

Wastewaler leaves your septic tank through an out-
let surrounded by scum and gas baffles. These baffles
help encure that wasiewater flowing W the absorption
area is relatively free of scum and solids which coald
seriowsly shorien the working life of vour system by
clogging heach lines and blocking trench walls. A iee
exquipped with a filter af the oudet is another extremely

All absorption areas, regardiess
of type, are subject 1o the same
aging processes. In every case, 4
biomat forms on the trench walls.
treatment by straining out patho-
genic bacteria. But, a5 more bacte-
ria and waste add o the biomat,
the trench walls become more
impervious o the passage of waste-
waler, Silation and soil com-
paction can further show the
absorplion rae. Eventually, waste-
waater might either brack up inlo the
house drainage plumbing or seep
ot onto the ground surace.

With constant usage, this aging
process is inevitable. Usually, how-
ever, moderate maintenance can
prevent premature failure, The fol-
lowing list of mainienance tps can
help you proong the working life
of your sysiem.




have your saptic wnk prmped out evers
m e 1o three vears by a Department of
Environmental Gonservation permitied
witste bauler  Lndersized fanks in older systems may
require more frequent pumping, An annual inspec-
tion can determine scum and slodge accumulation.
Failuge w0 perodicaly pump vour sepic ok can
risudl e o carmyiner of solids uito your abscaption
Fiedil I selick eloga Teacds Tines and block wenc
wealls, vou probedly wall T e abeandon your exist-
img ab=orption field and insall 4 new one clsewhers
invour vard. Such repaics are incorvenicnt and may
far exceed the costof the origing swiem

b yonr septiv: ank mspecid for
m cracks amed Tesbes, brobeen Tmes anel -
maged halfles o ees e dme win b

it purmped oul Winler gromnd st can oecastonalle
tisphaee nk inlet wd puldct Tines, resuling i
Decttdeap il the ek weall, I powr gnk oot is
couipped with @ flter, dus should also be chockiod
arnd replacod periodically.

It water conswmion, Spead Loy
m washing over the entive week and set

vollt washing machine a1 the proper s&
1o, ferr 3 given load 0 25 not o waste water, Lt
1he lenath of showers, Use water-saving fodlet, shewer
and Eaucer fixtures,

repair leaking wilets and dripping Eoces
m inimediatel?! If ignoved cver a period of
time, seemly insignificant leaks and deips
can shoren the working life of vour septic svstem
especizlly iF yoor svseern is sited in tight soils,
miziaeadn a grovnd cover of arass ovwer
m vour ahsorpton feld, Geass provents soll
crosion and promoetes the sapotsnspe-

ration of moismee trom the soil.

watch e tronble spns such 4 o
m s0gay or lewded absorption field andfor

thee odor of sewsge, Wastevwater on the
rouni] surface &= 2 velation of the Monroe Geunty
sanrtary Code and signals the peed for immediae
PEITS.

ko children and pets away from
m aress of standing wastewater,. House-
herkl weastes coneain pategens and toxins

plin ahead! Remember that the addition
m of 4 nes bedrmom, wuernang appl--

ance [Especally a parbage dispocal | or
spd miy increase the demand on vour seplic sysien.
The rapid draining of a spa, whirlpoal or hat wh
can inerfere with the waste separation process in
vour sephic: ank and cavse a carmover of solids i
vnr ahsorpion ficld: A drain pump o valve should
Il thiz elrgining of thess units 10 no mere than five
wllns per minw e

Bﬂ Hﬂ r:ll[uulu L LT UL, ETIET wlir seplis

ke or dispozc of i contents yoursell Only
Leenzed, qualified persons should atiempl thise
tasks. Doe o the danger of twic gascs, an evpy
septic fank =heuld be entersd auly Ty properly
eopipgred, tried persoand.

D0 NOT g, velathvely noa-degradable materd-
ils such as plastics, paper {other than wdler paper),

rags, sautary napklns, condems, disposable diapers,
coffor preunds, cat box liter, clgarerte/clpar butts ar
cooking ftsfoils into the septic mok

ﬂﬂ Hﬂrlli:::luuw: priduets sech as o, gaso

[, antlrees, kerasoene, bpenbne, panl, pest-
crodes, herbicicles or concentrated acids or bases i
e septic tnk. Such products alter septe tank
chemistry, kil ol bacteria necessan for waste
deconiposition and coataminate grounowsate

Eﬂ "ﬂr use sepdic Lmk additives,

Tiokoecal additives ave not newded] amed chemi-
cal additives can canse solids ke camry over 2nd
clog the absorption system.

ﬂﬂ Hﬂr pump sanp pit groumdwater or

Farnace humiddier water ints vour seplic ss-
Lemt. This is not wastcwaler and does not
require trcatment, Discharge it away from the
absomption Geld arca,

Do Hﬂrcliﬁ'hrlrjgt Fumedry weates into a

stmp pil, Tanmdre wiser is wastewater and
reduires fregtmen,

Do ND rHJl-!.!"-'- roul guller downspouts or

strfce water i drain inlo Oue alsorption Geld
e,

ﬂﬂ Hﬂrlm:uu- i swirmmming ponl near the

alsomption fiedd: Ton L backowash ssmming
ool Blters into dhe absegrtion field arsa! Don'L
plant trees or shoubs i the absorprion Geld
ared. Thelr roats can disrupt and clog laterals
Dot duive heow velucles or equipment over
the ahsorption feld. These will compact the 2oil
anil displace or damaps leach lines, distiiition
heess i ddrop boges
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D‘ﬂ ”ﬂ rra;;afr your system-witfou! fresl
ohtaining the requiren Heaith Depanment parmd,
[ise @ remrtable comirmctor, Ask for references.
Megal shartculs offen lead to firfure expenses.

Mongoe  For more information. enll o writk:

ae  Blonroe Uoooy Depasdoend of Hesdth
111 Westtill Road » PO Box 92832
Coupry  Pochester, New York 1462
Jm T 2TA-0RS

Comen il Exvdntig

SEPTIC
SYSTEM

Care &

Maintenance

How to Save Honey,
Protect Health, &
Maintain Property Value



	Page 1
	septic2.pdf
	Page 1


